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n a neighbourhood dominated by

“Vancouver Specials” two modern

hovmes that sit slde by side, but can

b-E' I'eﬂ.d. Or 500N, 45 one 5t:mni ot
AL ars anarmaly.

They are the creation of 3-year-old
Lucio Ficcianno, He now is a profas-
glonal architect, but was not when he
designed the homes.

Wanting 10 create something unique
for his retired parenis, Piccianno found
an affordable property in an well-estab-
lished East Vancouver enclave and set
about designing spaces that meet his
parents’ needs bl made an novel archi-
tectural statement in a neighbourhood
of 1970s modernist boxes,

While other builders might have over-
looked the irregular. wedge-shaped cor-
s lol because of its space constraints,
Piccianno saw the site as a challenge.

He brought all of hiz arehitestural
know=how to create not only one home
for his parents but a second equally styl-
ish detached home,

His efforts recently generated some
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poer recoznition, The two residences are
finalists in one of the "Ceorpie™ catepories,
best single family residence under 2,000
aquare fest. The Canadias Home Build ers
Associations B.C. branch sponsors the
annual competition and will name all the
wiinners at a dinner Feb. 10,

Enowing his parents didn’t want a large
home, Piccianno subdivided the lot and ere-
ared two smaller lods.

*This was Very |{1I.IL'.I|3| to bulld on, once the
[eity required] set backs are factored in™
says Piceianno of the lot.

“It forced a unique shaped structure. But
we saw this as the perfect opportunity for
Ty parents o stay in an urban environment
¢lose o amenities and downsize.

The logical choice to create space on the
small footprint was to go vertical and in
doing so Piccianne gained unexpected
||\11r|1|1\ views.

The owners of the second home, Leif and
Dorothea Songtenes, say the views from
their rooftop deck make them =feel like we
are on Lop of the world,”

Dorothea says she enjoys .Liu'fi:nF the dif-
ferent play of lights in the skv rom her
third-floor office.

For PMiccianno's parents, Filomena and
Amarto, the roofiop views were what zold
them on their son’s design. The rooftop
dieck also provides them with the porfect
place to enjoy their pastime — gardening
with symmetrical rows of Iavender planted
around the roofiop perimeter. The green
reof for their home was donated by Sopre-
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ma and IRC Bee Group Ing,

The couple have also planted gardens
alongside both sides of their home with casy
access from the narrow open concept
kitchen/dining area. The upstairs living
room i% four feet above the kitchen but still
feels spacious because it looks out to the
kitchen below, with its 12-<foot- high ceilings.

Piccianno designed both homes to be
energy eificient and low main tenamce. In his
parents: home, for instance, a stair tower at
one end of the home acts as as a thermal
siphon. It brings warm air (o the upstairs
|.'|L'Lll'l KIETIS III'I 1hL" 'Jr'il'lit"r and L'l.!'ll l"'l'l."L"".'.L':i- in
the summer from the westerly winds flow-
ifig inbo the house from the ‘[:II = kitehen
windows on the opposite side of the home.

Ax for being low maintenance, both
homes are predominantly alominum
cladding so no painting ks requined. The Pic-
cianno home also utilizes German super
pancls on the exterior while the Sonstenes
home uses handi-panels as well as alu-
minum cladding. Ficcianno pays bomage to
B.C. primary west const building material by
incarporating cedar panels into the homes'
exterior which further enhances the carb-
side appeal.

While industrial material, like the steel
and glass banister milings for instance, are
used indoors the architect warms up the
contemporary space by using wood
throughour, All of the windows and door
trims throughout both homes are pine trim
bt with an exterior dluminum claddimg for
low maintenance, and environmenially-
friendly bamboo Mooring 15 used inthe Pic-
cianno home and maple in the Sonstenes
hiarme,

The second home also has an open con-
cept ground floor. The I.nrjp;n windows and
nine foot ceilings help to give this house as
well a sense of bringing the outdoors in.

“It*s amazing to live in a building that is
not the norm,” says Lief, pointing out the
stairease in this home is in the centre. " The
stair tower links the space like a Medieval
turmet”

The couple, who also downsized from a
larger home, note the 1,700 sq. ft. home is a
pericct size Sor them, with Leif joking the
tiny spare boJdroom is the right size for any
one of their three children to visit briefly but
“not big enough that they would ever be
tempted to move back home.

Leif, who works from home as a writer,
has an office with plenty of light from large
windows on the second floor, while
Porothed, who runs her own home-based
business recording life stories, has a third
floor effice with spectacular mountain
views.

“We have our community space, our liv-
ing space and our own intv.i.iwdunl offices.
Having the affizes in a different leved gives a
grond psycholegical division, Working from
home it is necessary to have some ort of
separation [from the living areas " says Leif.

iccinnno, who now runs his own archi-
tectural firm called DL Designs Inc., is
I“.l't:r' YW I..'I'.‘.'illilll‘.", EWe0 Imare L'l“ih‘lllp'i'lr-il-l'}'
homes nearby.

“It*s very exc utrw. to see this neighbour-
hood changing” says Mecianno. T ELI‘I_ arc
three other modern homes within loor
blocks of these homes and I'm doing two
mare.”
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Thi kitchian {left) does axtea duty n
Filomena and Amata Pictianna’s hame
Its extensive plazing floods the home
with natural light and its proximity to the
grounds provide the couple with easy,
don'thawe-Lo-think-aboutl views of. and
access, o their hobby,

“With small sites youw have 1o masm o
10 make it legl more Spacious,” Says s0n
Lucio Picciarmo (below left) in front of his
parents’ home. “The kitchan/dning anga
was designed as the most accessible
gpace to the outdoors because my par-
emts like to garden,”

Son awoids lawn care

Filomena and Amato have smal garden
beds along both siges of the home and
they have a rooftop gardien, Piccianmg
ensured his parents home would not
have any |awn because | knew | would
have to mow the lawn,”

Two twice the solution

Piccianng tackled the challenges of an
oddly shaeped ot by dviding it and then
designing two homes, below baft and
belows mghit.

He used alumanum and cadar an the
axtefion to ntroduce 8. “one, two, one,
o sense of ihythm™ he says.
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